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Division 41:  National Trust of Australia (WA), $2 857 000 - 
Chairman, Mr A.P. O’Gorman.   
Mrs M.H. Roberts, Minister for Heritage. 
Mr T.E. Perrigo, Chief Executive Officer. 
Mr P. Cirillo, Manager, Finance and Audit.  
The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Bunbury.  
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I refer to page 724.  The last dot point under “Significant Issues and Trends” states -  

The Trust will prepare a submission in September 2007 identifying various roles and options for the 
Trust on exiting Government.  The submission will be prepared in conjunction with the Minister’s 
Office. 

What does that mean?  When will the National Trust be exiting government; what form will that take; and where 
will the future funding for the National Trust come from?   
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  In 2002, cabinet decided that the National Trust should exit government.  Apparently, 
that is the arrangement for the National Trust in the other states and territories.  The National Trust in Western 
Australia is currently a statutory authority under its own act, and it reports to me as minister.  Although that 
decision was made in 2002, it has not yet been put into effect.  When I became the minister with responsibility 
for the National Trust just over a year ago, I had some concerns about what the future of the trust would be.  I 
have therefore asked the National Trust to prepare for me a submission outlining a number of options, strategies 
and suggestions for the role that the trust might perform into the future.  I do not expect to get that submission 
until about September of this year.  In the interim, I have certainly maintained funding for the National Trust.  
The National Trust has sources of income other than the state government.  It certainly has significant assets.  I 
suspect that the member and I may well share the same concerns about the future of the National Trust.  That is 
why I have been treading very cautiously on this matter.  Mr Perrigo might like to add to that. 
Mr T.E. Perrigo:  The minister has explained it very well.  We need to prepare our options.  The National Trust 
in Victoria is a company limited by guarantee.  The other National Trust bodies are statutory-based 
organisations.  In effect, we are a trust for government as well as for the community, and those are the options 
that were put forward to the minister. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  That decision was made in 2002, yet the government has still not made a decision 
about the future of the National Trust.  What concerns does the minister have about this matter?  How will 
funding for the National Trust be protected in the future if the National Trust goes outside government control?   
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  That is exactly why I have asked the National Trust to prepare a submission for me.  I 
have great confidence in the National Trust.  It does a very good job.  Some people have some concerns about 
the role of the National Trust and the role of the Heritage Council in listing properties.  The Heritage Council 
also has a state register of heritage interests.  There is certainly some concern about duplication, and about why 
the state government should fund two separate bodies that perform similar functions.  In my view, the National 
Trust and the Heritage Council can co-exist and fulfil an important role.  The role of the National Trust in the 
future has not yet been decided.  That is why I have asked the National Trust to report to me by about September 
this year so that we can take that into consideration well ahead of any budget considerations next year.  It may 
well be that I will take a further submission to cabinet in an attempt to resolve some of these matters.  I certainly 
want to be confident that the National Trust can operate effectively. 
Mr G. SNOOK:  I note the minister’s passion and support for the National Trust.  That is very good.  On 
page 724, for item 161, capital contribution, the estimated actual for 2006-07 is $618 000, and the budget 
estimate for 2007-08 is $531 000.  The minister has acknowledged the importance of the National Trust and the 
need to ensure that it serves the best interests of Western Australia in the preservation of buildings and sites of 
national significance.  The minister has also acknowledged - as pointed out in the second dot point under 
“Significant Issues and Trends” - the rising visitor expectations in cultural heritage tourism.  In light of the 
minister’s passion and support for the National Trust, why has the appropriation for capital contribution been 
decreased?   
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I draw the member’s attention to page 728, and the budget estimate for 2007-08 of 
$791 000.  That is a fairly marginal decrease in funding compared with the estimated actual in 2006-07 of 
$873 000.  The member would need to look at the upgrades to heritage properties that are in progress.  The 
expenditure there is down.   
[8.30 pm] 
Mr G. SNOOK:  On which line is that?  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 22 May 2007] 

 p161b-164a 
Mr John Castrilli; Mrs Michelle Roberts; Mr Gary Snook; Mr Trevor Sprigg 

 [2] 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  That is on page 728 under “Works in Progress”.   
Mr G. SNOOK:  It is $272 000 down to $191 000. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  That is right.  That refers to works in progress.   
Mr G. SNOOK:  Why is that? 
Mr P. Cirillo:  Capital funding in 2007-08 is estimated to be $791 000 compared to the previous year of 
$873 000.  The reduction is mostly due to the work in progress on heritage properties.  Two years ago there was 
three-year funding for electrical, fire and security services to properties for $959 000.  The final year will be 
2007-08, in which only $191 000 is left to be spent.  The decrease in capital funding is largely due to the 
completion of the project for electrical, fire and security.   
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  That is for National Trust properties. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Page 730 is headed “Balance Sheet”.  Towards the bottom of the page, under “Equity”, 
the accumulated surplus is $10.255 million, and the figure under reserves is $18.459 million.  Are those two 
figures invested in a reserve account somewhere?  Is the total sum of about $28 million invested somewhere?  
The figure of $18 million is under the balance sheet as reserves, while accumulated surpluses is shown as 
$10 million so I am assuming that the total of those figures, $28.714 million, is invested somewhere.  
Mr P. Cirillo:  Firstly, the reserves are made up of the annual revaluation of properties - land and buildings.  
That is not a cash figure.  The surplus of $10 million is not a cash figure but the equation is correct.  They are not 
cash figures.   
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Is that the trading operations surplus?  
Mr P. Cirillo:  Throughout the history of the trust, that is the recognition of the assets and liabilities.   
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  By way of further clarification, the reserves are an asset revaluation and the 
accumulated surpluses are the surpluses of the trust’s operation.  In the accumulated surplus, is that $10 million 
of unspent funds money that can be spent on projects?  
Mr P. Cirillo:  No.  As I was saying, it is not cash.  Basically, the assets less liabilities will equate to the equity 
in the balance sheet.  The cash holdings are up the top under “Current Assets”.  When the books initially 
commenced for the National Trust many years ago, the assets and liabilities would have been recognised and the 
remainder would have gone into equity.  The yearly surplus goes into accumulated surpluses.   
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I have a further question relating to the balance sheet.  Under cash flows, it shows that 
$80 000 in interest has been received.  Where is that coming from?  What rate of return is the National Trust 
getting?  I want to relate it back to the balance sheet and the current assets and non-current assets, which are a 
cash-type item.  What sort of interest is being gained from the $90 000? 
Mr T.E. Perrigo:  In terms of the rate, I will refer that to Mr Cirillo.  The interest that the National Trust gets 
largely comes from its appeals.  We run a number of tax deductible appeals on behalf of the community.  That 
money goes into a special account where the interest belongs to the National Trust.  Mr Cirillo will provide the 
member with the rate, which is at market value.   
Mr P. Cirillo:  The current rate is 6.3 per cent.  It has increased slightly over the past six months.  The estimate 
is around six per cent on cash balances.  The cash balances do vary and move.  For example, an appeal could 
send in $200 000 or $300 000 today and draw it all out tomorrow plus what else it had.  It is very difficult to 
know what the interest would be on appeal funds.  It is a conservative figure based on the cash balances.   
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I am just trying to work that out.  For $80 000 at six per cent, from a quick calculation 
in my head, there is about $13 million sitting in a bank account somewhere earning interest.  Where is that 
$12 million, $13 million or $14 million showing in balance sheets?  
Mr P. Cirillo:  Where is the figure of $80 000? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  On page 731.  It shows that interest received in 2007-08 is estimated to be $80 000.  
The estimate for 2006-07 was $90 000.   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  What line item is that?  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  It is under “Cash Flows from Operating Activities”. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Under “Receipts”.   

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  There is $80 000 interest.   

Mr P. Cirillo:  The $80 000 is calculated on a figure of just over $1 million.   

Mr G. SNOOK:  In that same area of receipts, there are grants and subsidies.  Can the minister please explain 
the origin of the $370 000 on this year’s budget as a grant or a subsidy?  
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Mr P. Cirillo:  These are really grants that the National Trust receives mostly from either the commonwealth or 
Lotterywest here in WA.  I do not have with me a breakdown of the Lotterywest grants but they are an estimate 
of what we have generally historically received.  Each year the National Trust makes an application for a number 
of grants.  The grants may or may not be approved depending on a number of conditions or reasons.  The 
estimates here for the lottery grants are taken historically, which is an unknown as to what may or may not be 
approved.  We also have a National Trust partnership grant, which is an annual grant close to $80 000.  It is 
funded by the commonwealth and comes under the Department of Environment and Conservation.  Some natural 
heritage grants are received from the Southwest Catchments Council.  That is basically the make-up of the 
$370 000.   
Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I refer to the mission statement of the trust on page 724, which states - 

To conserve and interpret Western Australia’s heritage. 
Will the minister support the National Trust’s taking over responsibility for the Cottesloe home of wartime 
Prime Minister John Curtin?   
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  That is a matter for the National Trust to consider.  The member is asking me to provide 
an opinion.  Perhaps Mr Perrigo can respond to that. 
Mr T.E. Perrigo:  That is the house in Jarrad Street in Cottesloe.  It is jointly vested with Curtin University and 
the National Trust.  The National Trust has been managing it for the past three years.  The trust has put on a new 
roof and done a few other things.  We have been negotiating its future with Curtin University, and its future is 
looking extremely bright.  This house will be totally conserved and interpreted in the next few years.  We have 
not yet made a decision about its end use, but at this point it will probably be interpreted as John Curtin’s house.  
Whether it becomes a residence in which someone can stay overnight or a house museum is yet to be decided. 
Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Obviously Curtin University is either a part owner or it is putting money towards the 
redevelopment.  The member for Cottesloe, as the local member, supports this suggestion. 
Mr T.E. Perrigo:  We are looking forward to seeing Curtin University’s active participation in this exercise. 
The appropriation was recommended. 
 


